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Niger is among the poorest countries in the World. 

Together with neighbouring Burkina Faso and Mali, 

Niger is a DIHR Priority Country. The three countries 

play a crucial role in the fight against terrorism in the 

region.  

 

The Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR) has 

worked in Niger since 1997. Our engagement started 

with partnerships with the main human rights organi-

zation and the law faculty before extending to the Na-

tional Police, the National Guard and the Ministry of 

Justice and Human Rights. After posting of human 

rights advisor, a local DIHR office was opened in 2003. 

Today it includes a national representative and a hu-

man rights advisor.   

 

After a military coup in February 2010 to prevent then 

president Tandja from a third unconstitutional man-

date, a transitional government organized elections in 

January 2011 where Mahamadou Issoufou  was 

elected president. He is seeking a second mandate in 

the presidential elections which will take place on 21 

February together with parliamentary elections. The 

current program is implemented at a time where Ni-

ger faces serious security challenges from terrorist 

sect Boko Haram and from unstable Libya. Besides be-

ing a transit country for many Africans wanting to migrate to the north, Niger hosts several camps for refu-

gees fleeing from the crisis in Mali and the Boko Haram attacks in Nigeria.  

 
DIHR PROGRAMME 2015-2017 
In line with the DIHR’s International Strategy for 2015-2017, our objective in Niger is to contribute to a well-

functioning national human rights system where key state human rights actors improve their capacity to 

exercise their mandate and work in complementarity for a better protection of the rights of individuals. 

Four key actors have been identified as essential partners to reach this objective: 

 

The Ministry of Justice and Human Rights  

The Ministry plays a key role in the national human rights system as it coordinates international human 

rights reporting from all resort ministries. DIHR works with the Ministry to improve reporting to the UN and 

the African system and improve the coordination between the various human rights actors in Niger with 

THE DANISH INSTITUTE FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS (DIHR) IN NIGER  

MARCH 2015  

BRIEF FACTS 

Geography: Niger is a country in West Africa, 

neighbouring Algeria, Chad, Nigeria, Benin, 

Burkina Faso and Mali. The capital is Niamey.  

Demography: Population of 18 million, life ex-

pectancy at birth 58 years. Human Develop-

ment Index (2014): 187th/187. 

Economy: GNI per capita USD 400 (2013) (low 

income country), 59.5% of population below 

poverty line. 

Politics: Parliamentary republic with 8 adminis-

trative regions. Independence from France in 

1960. 

Official language: French  
 

Source http://data.worldbank.org/,  
http://hdr.undp.org/ and https://www.cia.gov/  
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the goal being a Ministry of Justice with strong capacities to develop human rights reports and to imple-

ment accepted recommendations. In 2016 a special focus is on implementing recommendations from the 

UN on protection of human rights of vulnerable groups and on improving Niger’s report on torture. Previ-

ous achievements are Niger’s 2014 report to the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights, Ni-

ger’s first report on Economic, social and cultural rights and the development of a human rights manual for 

judges as a basis for training in 2015 and 2016. DIHR also contributed to Niger’s first national human rights 

policy which is ready for implementation. 

 

The National Human Rights Commission (CNDH) 

CNDH was recently reformed to make it independent and give it a strong human rights mandate. In this 

partnership the goal is a National Human Rights Commission able to fulfil its missions of regular human 

rights reporting and monitoring; being a sister institution, DIHR supports CNDH’s efforts to produce well-

documented human rights reports focusing on women’s rights and on business and human rights in 2016 

and to reflect on its role in relation to other human rights actors to enable it to become a catalyst for hu-

man rights change in Niger.  

 

The National Police and the National Guard of Niger  

The National Police has the mandate to protect citizens’ rights. The police is also the first part of the flow of 

justice: its investigations are an essential element of a human rights compliant justice system. The National 

Guard has also the mandate to protect citizens’ rights, especially those in the most remote parts of the 

country and those detained as the National Guard is responsible for the management of prisons. With 

DIHR’s long-term engagement with them, both the National Police and the National Guard have integrated 

Human Rights into their curricula. Following DIHR’s support both institutions have several superior officers 

with knowledge of relevant human rights and with a commitment to democratic policing. In the current 

program, the focus will be on the development of complementary human rights material and linking intern 

control mechanisms to the training to ensure maximum impact of human rights training with the goal being 

a National Police and a National Guard more service-minded and protective of citizens’ rights. Both institu-

tions are seen as potential drivers of change within the security forces in matter of respect of human rights.  

 
Based on the experiences with the national police in the three priority countries, DIHR has supported the 
creating of a 'West African Police and Human Rights Platform' in 2014 with its secretariat located at the Na-
tional Police School in Niamey. DIHR continues to provide support to the platform so it can meet regularly 
and to ensure the participation of the police in regional and international human rights fora like the ses-
sions of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR).  
 

 

Contact persons at the DIHR 

 Department Director Lisbet Ilkjær, lik@humanrights.dk, +45 3269 8915 

 Programme Manager Africa, Ulrik Spliid, usp@humanrights.dk, +31 646 951 165  

 Project Manager Christelle Zafiryadis, chza@humanrights.dk, + 45 9132 5643 

 Strategic Adviser Monique Alexis, mal@humanrights.dk, + 45 9132 5730 

 Special Adviser Philippe Draut, phdr@humanrights.dk, +45 3269 8631 

 DIHR Representative in Niamey, Ibrahim Mairiga, mairiga1961@yahoo.fr; + 227 9688 5685 
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