
 

 

 

 

Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

Human rights and labour standards Name and description of selected 

priority 
Comments on selected priority 
indicator 

Target 15.1. By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, 
mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements 

ICCPR and ICESCR, joint art. 1.2.: All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural 

wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-

operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be 

deprived of its own means of subsistence. 

 

ICESCR art. 12 (1): The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the 

enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. 2): The steps to be taken by 

the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of this right shall include those 

necessary for: b): The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;  

 

UNDRIP art. 26 (1):  Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources which 

they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired. Art 26 (2): Indigenous peoples 

have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands, territories and resources that they possess 

by reason of traditional ownership or other traditional occupation or use, as well as those which they 

have otherwise acquired. Art. 29(1): Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation and 

protection of the environment and the productive capacity of their lands or territories and resources. 

States shall establish and implement assistance programmes for indigenous peoples for such 

conservation and protection, without discrimination. Art. 29(2): States shall take effective measures to 

ensure that no storage or disposal of hazardous materials shall take place in the lands or territories of 

indigenous peoples without their free, prior and informed consent 

Forest area as a percentage  of total 
land area 

 

Target 15.2. By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded forests and substantially increase afforestation 
and reforestation 

Same as above Forest cover under sustainable forest 
management 

 

Target 15.3. By 2020, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land- degradation-
neutral world 

Same as above Trends in land degradation  

Target 15.4. By 2030, ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for 
sustainable development 



  

Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

Human rights and labour standards Name and description of selected 

priority 
Comments on selected priority 
indicator 

Same as above Coverage of protected areas  

 Mountain Green Cover Index  

Target 15.5. Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity, and, by 2020, protect and prevent the extinction of threatened 
species 

Same as above Red List Index  

Target 15.6. Ensure fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and promote appropriate access to such resources 

The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits 
Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity is an international agreement which 
aims at sharing the benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources in a fair and equitable way 
 

CBD, article 8(j): Subject to its national legislation, respect, preserve and maintain knowledge, 

innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant 

for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and promote their wider application with 

the approval and involvement of the holders of such knowledge, innovations and practices and 

encourage the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge, 

innovations and practices 

 

UNDRIP, Art. 31(1): Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain, control, protect and develop their 
cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions, as well as the manifestations 
of their sciences, technologies and cultures, including human and genetic resources, seeds, medicines, 
knowledge of the properties of fauna and flora, oral traditions, literatures, designs, sports and traditional 
games and visual and performing arts. They also have the right to maintain, control, protect and develop 
their intellectual property over such cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and traditional cultural 
expressions. 

Number of countries that have 
adopted legislative, administrative and 
policy frameworks for the 
implementation of the Nagoya 
Protocol 

 

Target 15.7. Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products 

No direct human rights reference Red List Index for species in trade  

 Proportion of detected trade in wildlife and 
wildlife products that is illegal 

 

Target 15.8. By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of invasive alien species on land and water ecosystems and control or eradicate 
the priority species 

No direct human rights reference Adoption of national legislation 
relevant to the prevention or control of 
invasive alien species 
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degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

Human rights and labour standards Name and description of selected 

priority 
Comments on selected priority 
indicator 

Target 15.9. By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty reduction strategies and accounts 

The right to take part in public affairs as covered under target 16.7.  
The right to seek, receive and impart information as covered under target 5.c. 

Number of national development 
plans and processes integrating 
biodiversity and ecosystem services 
values 

 

Target 15.a. Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to conserve and sustainable use biodiversity and ecosystems 

UDHR art. 27: Everyone has the right freely (…) to share in scientific advancement and its benefits. Art. 

28: Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in 

this Declaration can be fully realized. 

 
ICESCR, Article 2 (1): Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually 
and through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic and technical, to the 
maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights 
recognized in the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of 
legislative measures. Art. 11(1) The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure the realization of 
this right, [to an adequate standard of living] recognizing to this effect the essential importance of 
international co-operation based on free consent. Art. 15.1.: The States Parties to the present Covenant 
recognize the right of everyone: b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its application Art. 
15.2.: The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization 
of this right shall include those necessary for the conservation, the development and the diffusion of 
science and culture. 3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to respect the freedom 
indispensable for scientific research and creative activity. 4. The States Parties to the present Covenant 
recognize the benefits to be derived from the encouragement and development of international contacts 
and co-operation in the scientific and cultural fields. 

 
UNDRIP art. 39: Indigenous peoples have the right to have access to financial and technical assistance 
from States and through international cooperation, for the enjoyment of the rights contained in this 
Declaration. 

Official development assistance in 
support of the CBD 

 

Target 15.b. Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management and provide adequate incentives to developing countries to 
advance such management, including for conservation and reforestation 

Same as above Forestry official development assistance 
and forestry FDI 

 

Target 15.c. Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable 
livelihood opportunities 
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priority 
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indicator 

Art. 20(1): Indigenous peoples have the right (…) to be secure in the enjoyment of their own means of 
subsistence and development, and to engage freely in all their traditional and other economic activities. 
(2): Indigenous peoples deprived of their means of subsistence and development are entitled to just and 
fair redress. 

Proportion of detected trade in wildlife and wildlife 
products that is illegal 

 

 


